
West Hatch Planning Meeting 17th August 2017 
 
A meeting was held at Meare Green House to consider Planning Application No 
47/17/0006. 
 
Three councillors (K. Read, M. Biccard and D. Lodge), several local parishioners 
and the applicants were present. 
 
The proposal to erect a boundary wall along the lane was discussed. Although 
generally out of character with other boundary fences, hedges, etc, along the 
lane, a wall is not without precedence. The applicants noted that the wall would 
be well back from the bitumen and that they would consider both a reduction in 
height from that proposed to a height similar to that of the neighbouring 
property with inclusion of plants to soften the appearance. (Original planning 
application for Walnut Tree Cottage asked for hedge) 
 
The proposal to change  two velux-type windows to a single dormer on the front 
roof of the new garage and a new dormer on the rear of the garage was 
discussed. These changes are modifications of the plans approved very recently 
by TDBC. Neighbours made the legitimate claim that such dormers would reduce 
the privacy of their properties and this was demonstrated by visiting neighbours’ 
property. Since both the original and the present plans show the garage as single 
storey at ground floor, the need for dormers was queried. The applicants said 
they are considering using a loft in the garage for storage, which again begs the 
question of the need for dormers in front and rear.   
 
On consideration of the various issues, West Hatch Parish Council  

1) approves the suggestion of a reduced height for the boundary wall,  
2) objects to the dormer windows on the grounds that i) a good case has not 

been made for the change from the approved velux-type windows and ii) the 
neighbours have legitimate claims of loss of privacy, and  

3) approves the erection of canopies at the front of the house. 
 
Unrelated to this planning application, the applicants, local residents and 
councillors discussed the issue of flooding along the lane. The applicants have 
improved drainage along the west side of the property and agreed to move a 
concrete post out of the watercourse. The applicants showed their willingness to 
consider changes to the underground drainage pipes approved by SCC 
authorities to allow easier drainage from the lane into the pipes to be installed in 
the ditch, which previously drained the lane. 
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